
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 17 
1 Kings 17:1-7 - Drought In Israel 
 

v. 1 - no rain.  This would have been a significant event for a number of reasons.  First off, the land is sustained by an 
agrarian based economy.  They farm, grow crops, raise animals.  This is how they survive and make a living.  And secondly, the 
primary god that Israel has turned to in their forsaking of the LORD is Baal and Asherah, who were both deities associated with 
agriculture and rain specifically. 

 
ESV Study Bible (1 Kings 17:1): “In Canaanite religion, Baal had authority over rain and fertility. The absence of rain 
meant the absence of Baal, who must periodically submit to the god of death Mot (during the dry season), only to be 
revived at a later date and once again water the earth (during the rainy season). This cyclical and polytheistic view of 
reality is the focus of Elijah’s challenges. Elijah worships a single God who lives and yet, while living, can deny both 
dew and rain to the land. The Lord, not Baal, brings fertility; and the Lord’s presence in judgment, not his absence in 
death, leads to infertility.” 

 
“However one cuts it, Baal was a fertility god, a storm god, who, among other life-giving activities, sent rain to 
(bring life and produce to) the earth.”...Such meteorological displays were signs of Baal’s vitality.  Elijah’s “no dew or 
rain” then constitutes a challenge to Baal.  Ahab and Israel will now be able to see what sort of fertility god Baal is.  
If he cannot produce in the area of his expertise, in his specialty, his reputation will suffer a shattering blow.” (Dale 
Ralph Davis, “Focus On The Bible: 1 Kings” page 202) 

 
Remember what verse 1 tells us Elijah said to King Ahab - “As the LORD, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, surely there 
shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word." This entire event was a demonstration of the power and might of 
the LORD.  Elijah tells Ahab about the drought before the drought began. 

 
v. 4-5 - Ravens will provide for Elijah during this time.  He is sent to a 
region far away from Ahab. 

 
“east of the Jordan” - Elijah hides in an inhospitable area 
where there is no normal food supply. God is nevertheless able to 
provide for him, for God controls not just the rain but the whole 
natural order, including the ravens (v. 6). (ESV Study Bible, 1 
Kings 17:5) 

 
1 Kings 17:8-12 - Elijah & Widow Of Zarephath 
 

v. 10-12 - the drought had affected this region as well.  The woman is 
willing to give Elijah some water (which would have been precious in a 
sense) but she hesitates when he asks for more than that (bread).  Her 
response indicates how bad things had gotten for her.  She is a widow, 
with one son, trying to survive a severe drought.  
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1 Kings 17:12 (NLT) - But she said, "I swear by the LORD your God that I don't have a single piece of bread in the house. And I 
have only a handful of flour left in the jar and a little cooking oil in the bottom of the jug. I was just gathering a few sticks 
to cook this last meal, and then my son and I will die." 

 
1 Kings 17:13-16 - Elijah’s Request & God’s Provision 
 

What a step of faith for this woman to take!  Perhaps she was willing to trust Elijah’s word because she has reached a point of 
desperation.  Sometimes it is in those moments that people who would not normally consider obeying the word of the LORD do so as 
their last chance.  While this is not ideal, God is gracious to respond to our desperate and final turning towards Him.  He hopes 
that these “midnight cries” are not the final time He has relationship with his creation. 

 
1 Kings 17:17-24 - Widow’s Son Revived 
 

v. 18 - The woman blames God & Elijah for her son’s death. Rather than seeking Elijah’s help, it appears she has an expectation 
that either her son should not have died because of Elijah’s presence with her in her home or she thinks that the death of her son 
is some sort of consequence and punishment for her sin.   

 
What was the real reason that the woman’s son died?  He got sick and his sickness afflicted him until he died.  His death also will result 
in a God-glorifying miracle that caused the woman to confess that the word of God (through Elijah was true) and the the LORD was the 
true God.  I am sure she would have rather not gone through the trial, but the trial led her to the LORD. 
 
Notice the different attitude of Elijah has he seeks the LORD on behalf of the widow’s son. 
 

v. 20 - "O LORD my God, have You also brought calamity to the widow with whom I am staying, by causing her son to die?" 
 
Elijah inquires about what is going on and seek the LORD’s involvement and also enlightenment.  He does not blame God, but seeks God for 
help and answers.  This is a good posture for us to take when troubling or tragic things occur in our lives and world. 
 

v. 21-22 - the child is revived!  In the dark time of Israel’s idolatry and the drought of divine punishment for the nation’s sin - 
we see that God is still working through those who seek Him.  I believe that this is the first time in Biblical History where 
someone has been raised from the dead. 

 
We end 1 Kings 17 with some excitement and joy because, contrary to 1 Kings 16, we’ve got some good news for a change.  Elijah is here!  
Miracles are happening - from ravens as waiters to unlimited bread to the resurrection of the widow’s son!  But lest we get caught up in 
the excitement, we must remember that Ahab is king in Israel and Jezebel is his queen.  Baal is the leading god worshipped, not Yahweh.  
And it hasn’t rained for a couple of years.   
 
God is showing himself through the ministry of Elijah, but he is also showing Himself through the silence of heaven - both in lack of rain 
and lack of his word in the land.  And to Ahab, Baal has been silent as well - after all, in Ahab’s mind Yahweh is not charge of the 
elements, Baal is.  And it’s all coming to a head.  We see a great contrast between 1 Kings 16 and 17 and as we turn to chapter 18, an 
epic battle will ensue.  And a needed one.  Who in fact is the true God?  Whomever the true God is, whether Baal or the LORD - it is time 
for one of them to speak. 
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